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Meeting of the 

Council on Instruction 

February 14, 2019 

 

The Council on Instruction (COI) met at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, February 14, 2019, in the State Regents 

Conference Room at the State Regents’ office. 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

Chair Dr. Ronna Vanderslice welcomed members and guests. 

Institutional representatives attending included the following:    

Dr. John Barthell (UCO), Dr. Richard Beck (RSU), Dr. Jeff Caldwell (RSC), Dr. Bryon Clark 

(SEOSU), Dr. Julie Dinger (OPSU), Dr. Bethene Fahnestock (NEOA&M) (phone), Dr. Greg 

Gardner (OCCC), Dr. Bo Hannaford (NWOSU), Dr. Karen Harrison (EOSC) (by phone), Dr. Cindy 

Hess (TCC) (by phone), Dr. Glen Krutz (OU) (phone), Dr. Debbie Landry (NSU), Dr. Carol Linder 

(ECU) (by phone), Dr. Krista Maxson (USAO), Dr. Tom Mills (SSC), Dr. Clyde Montgomery (LU) 

(by phone), Ms. Chrystal Overton (WOSC) (phone), Dr. James South (SWOSU), Dr. Pam Stinson 

(NOC), Dr. Sheryl Tucker (OSU) , Dr. Ronna Vanderslice (CU), and Dr. Marc Willis (CASC) (by 

phone). 

        

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) staff attending included Dr. Daniel 

Archer, Dr. Rachel Bates, Dr. Stephanie Beauchamp, Dr. Debbie Blanke, Mr. Joel Dean, Mr. Bryce 

Fair, Mr. Kyle Foster, Ms. Debbie Terlip, Dr. Goldie Thompson, and Ms. Elizabeth Walker.  

 

COI members absent included Dr. Kyle Harper (OU), Ms. Becky Henthorn (MSC), Mrs. Rose 

Marie Moore (RCC), Dr. Gary Sandefur (OSU), and Dr. Janet Wansick (CSC) . 

 

Guests included Ms. Julie Byer (OACRAO), Dr. Scott Newman (OSUIT), and Dr. Robin O’Quinn 

(CSC) (for Dr. Wansick) (by phone). 

 

II. Minutes of January 2019 Meeting 

Minutes of the January 2019 meeting were approved. 

III. Campus Updates 

Dr. South announced SWOSU will host Oklahoma Research Day on March 8, and again next year 

on March 6, 2020. He said the keynote speaker for 2019 is Dr. Eric Tippeconnic, half Dutch/half 

Comanche history professor at California State University, Fullerton. Dr. Tippeconnic is also an 

accomplished painter with work in galleries in Santa Fe, Tubac, Arizona, and Oklahoma City. 

IV. Tier Meeting Updates  

Dr. Stinson reported the 2-year group met that morning and discussed the math pathways project. 

She said that the two members with nursing backgrounds, Chrystal Overton and Rose Marie Moore, 

presented math pathways to BSN and A.D.N. nursing deans and directors last week and the 

conversation seemed to be very helpful in moving towards the idea of alternatives to prerequisites 

for chemistry with a particular focus on the functions and modeling course that she thinks some 

schools may now consider. 

Dr. Stinson said the group also discussed dual prefix courses and the course tracking difficulties 

they can create, contracts for faculty with extra credentialing requirements and alternative 

credentialing in areas where appropriate, and the minimum work week for faculty including the 

pros and cons of virtual office hours. 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

Dr. South reported the four-year COI met that morning and discussed potential ranks for non-tenure 

track faculty, how different campuses calculate class load, different vendors and costs for 

background checks, math pathways especially for nursing and business. He said the group also 

discussed the varying success of how different campuses readmit suspended students, the different 

ways they handle credit and not-for-credit workshops, and general concerns with tenure policies. 

 Legislative Update 

In Ms. McNally’s absence, Mr. Dean reported he and Ms. McNally have so far compiled a 30 page 

list of bills to watch. He also reported that the day before, HB 2597, which would allow most 

individuals to carry a gun in the state without a permit, passed out of the House. He said that Ms. 

McNally and the Chancellor worked with Majority Floor Leader Representative Echols to include 

in the bill that university campuses would be exempt from its provisions, and instead maintain their 

current status wherein guns may be legally carried on campus only with the written permission of 

the institutional president. Mr. Dean said the Senate is expected to also pass the bill, and that 

Governor Stitt has already expressed a favorable position toward it, so currently expectations are it 

will become state law. 

Mr. Dean reported there are also several bills that would expand concurrent enrollment, and that the 

agency’s position on the bills is to request current levels of concurrent enrollment be fully funded 

before the program is expanded to include more students.  

Mr. Dean reported that the State Regents were asked to include in their budget request funding for a 

faculty salary raise, and $38 million were included in the budget request for this purpose. 

V. Budget Update 

Ms. Paliotta was unable to attend the meeting. 

VI. Committee Meeting Updates 

Assessment Committee 

At Dr. Fahnestock’s request, Dr. Archer reported the Assessment Committee met the previous day 

and discussed the SREB high school college/career math readiness course, and continued the 

discussions of co-requisite remediation and science course placement begun at the last meeting. 

About the SREB math course, Dr. Bates reminded members it is not a high school core curriculum 

course, and students have to have passed algebra one, two and geometry to take it. She explained 

that because so many high school seniors don’t take a math course, higher education wants to 

strongly support high schools in offering the course. However, in many cases students resist taking 

it because they can see no immediate benefit; it’s not part of the core curriculum for college 

admission and no credit is awarded for completing it. 

Dr. Bates said that when Dr. Stuart first brought the course to the COI it was with the idea that it 

might be useful for course placement instead of requiring students to take a college remediation 

course, but there were some concerns about its efficacy in readying students for college success. 

However, now that the state system is moving to a more flexible, multiple measures model for 

course placement there is real potential for the course to become more useful for that and therefore 

more attractive to high school students. She added that the committee requested some data about 

the course’s status, and she reported that it is currently being offered by about 120 high schools 

across the state, an additional 65 teachers were being trained to teach it in 2017 and 2018, and 

almost 1,200 students took the course in the 2017-2018 year.  

Dr. Bates said the committee also discussed ways in which rural institutions could somehow partner 

with area school districts that are so small they have trouble finding resources to teach the course 

on their own, including the possibility of community college teachers teaching the course. She also 
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said that she is providing requested postsecondary feedback on common assessments to the SDE to 

substantiate the course’s outcomes as appropriate for college placement. 

Dr. Archer reminded members of the issue of using scores from the SAT test, which doesn’t have a 

science section, to place students in science courses, including the SAT’s guidance that its test 

scores can reliably place students in a freshman biology course, but not necessarily physics or 

chemistry. He said to address the issue the committee, after discussion with faculty and other 

campus expertise, concluded that state system policy should require that students who enter college 

on SAT scores be required to demonstrate a minimum of reading readiness for placement in non-

biology sciences courses. This will provide a minimum competency requirement that will give 

institutions the flexibility needed to accurately place students in either the science course or an 

appropriate prerequisite. Dr. Archer said the next step is to draft the policy language, which the 

committee will work on at its next meeting. 

Dr. Archer said the committee also discussed some possible academic concerns with the way in 

which some institutions are awarding credit for corequisite courses, and wanted to bring those to 

the full COI for input. During discussion, additional concerns were raised, including potential 

articulation, hours to degree, and policy and accreditation compliance issues. Dr. Blanke said she 

would review her notes, consult several outside sources mentioned during the discussion, including 

CCA to see if other states are working with similar concerns, and regroup the Assessment 

Committee to continue with the new information. 

Academic Programs Committee 

Dr. Vanderslice reported the Academic Programs committee met the previous day to revise the 

Academic Program Approval policy to align it with the revisions to the Function of Public 

Institutions policy the State Regents approved at their January 24, 2019 meeting. She said work is 

progressing and the committee anticipates a final version will be presented to the COI for posting at 

their next meeting. 

VII. Posting of Teacher Education policy revisions 

Dr. Thompson said that Dr. Archer had emailed the proposed revisions to the Teacher Education 

policy to members that morning for their review. She reported she had met in December 2018 with 

teacher education deans from public and private institutions to discuss the 4x12, course work that 

must be taken by special education, early childhood, and elementary education majors that consists 

of 12 hours each of math, science, social studies and English language arts. Dr. Thompson 

reminded members the requirement was established to ensure that teachers in the early grades 

possess enough content knowledge to effectively teach these subjects. 

Based on the meeting discussion, two revisions to the teacher education policy are being proposed: 

1) inclusion of some language already in statute that clarifies the level of coursework mandated for 

early grade teachers, and 2) to allow methods courses, that is courses in the college of teacher of 

education that contain pedagogical as well as content outcomes, to satisfy some of the 4x12 

requirements. Dr. Thompson said the proposed revision is based on three factors: 1) the methods 

courses that contain content also contain pedagogical and instructional strategies to teach that 

content; 2) instructors in the content courses outside colleges of teacher education are not 

accountable for maintaining college of education accreditation requirements or candidate 

preparation in passing licensure exams and attaining mastery of state and national standards; and 3) 

it would increase accessibility to teacher preparation and allow for course offerings/revisions that 

meet teacher candidates’ specific needs.  

Dr. Thompson clarified it is not intended that all of the 4x12 requirement to be filled with methods 

courses; only to provide educator preparation faculty with the flexibility to conduct professionally 

specific instruction for their teacher education students. 

VIII. Approval of CEP Matrix for 2019-2020 
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Mr. Foster reminded members that earlier this week he had sent a spreadsheet containing the 

changes made for the 2019-2020 CEP, and he has heard from no one with any corrections. He said 

that because St. Gregory’s University has closed, all its courses have been removed, resulting in a 

possible drop in the total number of courses on the matrix this year. 

The Council approved the 2019-2020 CEP Matrix. 

IX. Math Student Success Update 

Dr. Bates said she will postpone to the next meeting discussion related to the handout on the CCA 

2018 Annual Convening that was distributed with the agenda. 

Dr. Bates announced that Oklahoma was selected for a state team to participate in the Conference 

Board of the Mathematical Sciences (CBMS).  She explained they are offering a forum for state 

teams working to develop high school to college math pathways. Dr. Bates said now that the state 

system has math pathways in place at the collegiate level, it is time to begin work with the State 

Department of Education (SDE) to extend that model to high schools. She said a steering 

committee composed of herself, two people from the SDE, one from Career Tech and three higher 

education representatives will attend the forum in May and then begin putting together a task force 

to begin the work. 

Dr. Bates said despite progress there is still some uncertainty about articulation of math pathways 

courses, so based on comments from Dr. Stinson and Dr. South she will send a survey to the 

regional institutions requesting a list of what gateway courses are appropriate for each of their 

current baccalaureate degree programs. Once the information is received it will be organized and 

made available to institutions as a resource so advisors can recommend to students pathways 

courses that will transfer for their major to the regional or research institution of their choice. Dr. 

Bates said she would send the survey later that afternoon, with an agreed upon soft due date of 

March 18 for the information. 

X. Function Policy Update 

Dr. Blanke reported the State Regents approved revisions to the Functions of Public Institutions 

policy at their January 24, 2019 meeting, and directed staff to begin working on developing the 

necessary forms and concomitant materials. She said the Academic Procedures Handbook 

committee will meet to assist in the development of the materials, and the Academic Programs 

committee will meet to work on necessary revisions to the Academic Program Approval policy. Dr. 

Blanke clarified that the moratorium on function change requests the State Regents approved last 

June is still in place. She reminded members that it will expire June 2019 unless the State Regents 

take action to lift before then.  

XI. State Regents’ Update 

Dr. Blanke said that Ms. Paliotta was called into another meeting and will be unable to give a 

budget update.  

Dr. Blanke said only three institutions submitted  proposals for the $500 grants available to Reach 

Higher Direct Complete institutions for local enrollment events, only one of which was a public 

state system institution. She said proposals will be accepted again, probably in March to coincide 

with the launch of the Reach Higher Direct Complete website. 

Dr. Blanke announced the following upcoming events and urged members to encourage their 

institutional personnel to attend. 

• Military Connected Students Conference, February 23 at the University of Oklahoma. 

• NASNTI Native American Attainment Convening, in collaboration with Reach Higher, 

WICHE, and Oklahoma Works, on February 27 at Rose State College. Institutions are invited 

to send a team of three to four, and funds are available for travel stipends. 

• International Student Awareness Day at the Oklahoma State Capitol is being planned, probably 

for the first week in April, and she will keep members updated.  
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Dr. Blanke said most state system institutions have joined the Academic Online Academic 

Consortium. She said the steering committee will meet February 20, and the meeting’s goal will be 

to assess current institutional needs and develop action plans to begin addressing those through Fall 

2019. 

Dr. Blanke said the State Regents met on January 24, and approved new programs for NSU and 

ECU, deletions for OSU, OU-Law, SEOSU and WOSC, and electronic delivery for ECU. The State 

Regents also approved revisions to the Functions of Public Institutions and the In-State/Out-of-

State Status of Enrolled Students policies, and welcomed incoming members of the Faculty 

Advisory Committee. 

XII. New Business 

There was no new business. 

XIII. Adjournment 

 With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:21 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted on March 14, 2019, by Ms. Elizabeth Walker of the Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher Education. 


