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Meeting of the 

Council on Instruction 

June 13, 2019 

 

The Council on Instruction (COI) met at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, June 13, 2019, in the Regents Conference 

Room at the State Regents’ office. 

  

I. Welcome and Introductions 

Chair Dr. Ronna Vanderslice welcomed members and guests. 

Institutional representatives attending included the following:    

Dr. Richard Beck (RSU), Dr. Bryon Clark (SEOSU), Dr. Julie Dinger (OPSU) (phone), Dr. 

Bethene Fahnestock (NEOA&M) (phone), Mr. Greg Gardner (OCCC), Dr. Larry  Guerrero (SSC), 

Dr. Bo Hannaford (NWOSU), Dr. Karen Harrison (EOSC) (phone), Ms. Becky Henthorn (MSC) 

(phone), Dr. Cindy Hess (TCC) (phone), Dr. Debbie Landry (NSU), Dr. Krista Maxson (USAO), 

Dr. Clyde Montgomery (LU) (phone), Mrs. Rose Marie Moore (RCC), Ms. Chrystal Overton 

(WOSC) (phone), Dr. Brenda Sherbourne (ECU), Dr. James South (SWOSU), Dr. Pam Stinson 

(NOC), Dr. Sheryl Tucker (OSU) (phone), Dr. Ronna Vanderslice (CU), Dr. Janet Wansick (CSC) 

(phone), and Dr. Marc Willis (CASC) (phone). 

        

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) staff attending included Dr. Rachel Bates, 

Dr. Stephanie Beauchamp (phone), Dr. Debbie Blanke, Mr. Kyle Foster (phone), Dr. Goldie 

Thompson, and Ms. Elizabeth Walker. 

 

COI members absent included Dr. John Barthell (UCO), Dr. Jeff Caldwell (RSC) and Dr. Glen 

Krutz (OU). 

 

Guests included Dr. Isabelle Billen (RSC) (for Dr. Caldwell), Dr. Nicole Campbell (OU) (for Dr. 

Krutz), Dr. Kerri Kearney (OSU), Dr. Scott Newman (OSUIT) (phone), and Dr. Charlotte Simmons 

(UCO) (for Dr. Barthell).  

 

II. Minutes of May 2019 Meeting 

Minutes of the May 2019 meeting were approved. 

III. RisforThursday 

Dr. Kearney reported on her work with Ris4Thursday to develop more effective means of providing 

support for students who are former foster youth or a member of other hidden populations. 

IV. Campus Updates 

There were no campus updates.  

V. Tier Meeting Updates  

Dr. Stinson reported the Four-Year group met that morning and discussed assessment plans, the 

increasing emphasis on co-curricular remediation, and the HLC Academies. She said the group also 

discussed the matrix of math pathways courses for the various degrees Dr. Bates is developing from 

information supplied by regional institutions and the Reach Higher Reconnect event scheduled 

from Saturday July 27 through August 1. She noted that some schools are facing challenges finding 

the staffing required for participation and providing the funding and/or flex time to support it at this 

time of year, and said the group would like to suggest if the event is repeated next year that 

institutional input regarding the dates be considered so that more faculty can attend.  

 Dr. Stinson said the group discussed tuition waivers for concurrent enrollment for high school 

juniors, specifically some confusion over how many hours can be waived, and said some guidance 

on the topic would be welcome. Additionally, she said the group discussed the question of routinely 

providing Zoom for COI meetings, in response to Dr. Blanke’s request a couple of months ago. She 
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said the group consensus was to provide Zoom as an option for special circumstances, and also to 

provide a set of guidelines for Zoom “etiquette” to alleviate issues with mic noises and speaker 

audibility. 

Dr. Stinson said the group elected Dr. Willis as its 2019-2020 Chair, with Mr. Gardner acting as 

back up when Dr. Willis is unable to attend in person.   

Dr. South reported the Four-Year group met that morning and discussed math curricula and the data 

that institutions provided to Dr. Bates, budgets and tuition increases, faculty and staff raises,  

benefits for employees who resigned before the summer, priority enrollment, and continuing 

concerns about Straighter Line. He said the group also discussed the July 27 Reach Higher event 

and has the same concerns Dr. Stinson described earlier, namely, faculty availability over the 

summer and the cost of over and/or flex time for them to participate. 

Dr. South said members also discussed the financial responsibility statement that students are 

required by law to sign and whether the way the requirement is currently being administered 

presents an unnecessary barrier to students’ enrollment. 

VI. Committee Meeting Updates 

Assessment Committee 

Dr. Fahnestock reported the committee has been meeting regularly to develop a common 

definition of co-requisite for inclusion in the Student Assessment and Remediation policy. She 

said the committee did not meet the day before, but that Dr. Bates had emailed that morning to 

committee members the latest version for their approval to bring before the COI. She added that 

Dr. Bates has requested their vote by July 1.   

Admission, Retention and Transfer Committee 

In Dr. Barthell’s absence, Dr. Maxson reported the committee did not meet for June; however, 

State Regents’ staff has been working on policy language to address hidden pre-requisites and 

the committee will meet in September to review the proposed language. 

VII. Approval of proposed revisions to the Undergraduate Transfer and Articulation policy 

Mr. Foster recapped the proposed revisions to the Undergraduate Transfer and Articulation policy, 

which would revise the process whereby courses proposed for the Career Tech transfer matrix are 

approved. Because so few faculty in the state system are qualified to review the technical courses 

being proposed for the matrix, the only faculty available to review a course are more often than not 

the very persons who proposed it. Under the proposed revisions, the COI would have the 

opportunity to see the proposal and request additional review; if no such requests are received, it 

will be assumed members find the review of the proposing institution’s own faculty experts to be 

sufficient, and the course will be added to the matrix. 

The Council approved the proposed revisions.  

VIII. Approval of proposed revisions to the Course Equivalency Project procedures  

The Council approved the proposed revisions that would change the rules of participation for 

private institutions. 

IX. Math Student Success and CCA Momentum Year Updates 

Dr. Bates reported she is working on the math pathways transfer information provided by the 

regional institutions and is looking forward to sharing it with the 2-year institutions when she has 

the information usefully organized. Dr. Bates said work is progressing on the data received on 

students who have taken the College Career Math Ready (CCMR) course, and she hopes to have 

some good information by the end of the month. She said the current work consists of matching the 

data from the high schools on students who took the course with the institutional data on how those 

students are succeeding in their college courses. Dr. Bates added that the Oklahoma SDE now has a 

landing page for the CCMR course that features an interactive map which shows in which school 

districts the course is being taught. 
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Dr. Bates reminded members of the Math Inquiry Project workshops scheduled for June 24 and 

August 5. She said that the June 24 workshop is for the functions and modeling course, which a 

number of two-year institutions are adding to their catalogues, and urged four-year members who 

were undecided about accepting the course to encourage their faculty to attend and learn more 

about it. 

Dr. Bates said she has been traveling to high schools across the state to inform teachers, counselors 

and other high school staff about math pathways, including placement issues and what 

opportunities there are for students who don’t achieve the required assessment scores. 

Dr. Bates announced the CCA Momentum Year event is scheduled for October 31 at UCO. She 

explained the purpose of the event is to bring institutions together to learn about one another’s work 

in support of CCA goals, to celebrate achievements, and to discuss next steps. She said they are still 

in the process of selecting guest speakers and creating the agenda, and she will provide more 

information as it is developed. Dr. Bates said the CCA will be hosting a CCA Liaison welcome 

webinar and more information on that will be forthcoming. 

Dr. Bates said she also wanted to report on the Mathways to Excellence, a new math think tank of 

sorts that involves the State Regents, the SDE and Career Tech, in bringing together math 

educators, student advisors and other who work with students on campuses to think about current 

practices and policies that may be creating unintended barriers for successful transition from high 

school to college math. She said one of the things being considered is the alignment of Algebra 2 to 

the four new math pathways courses. 

X. State Regents’ Update 

Dr. Blanke reminded members the new email address Academicaffairsrequests@osrhe.edu  is only 

for submittal of institutional requests and materials related to academic affairs from the president to 

the Chancellor. Any questions for Academic Affairs staff regarding the materials should be sent to 

the appropriate Academic Affairs staff person. 

Because the four-year tier meeting did not discuss whether to make Zoom regularly available for 

COI meetings, Dr. Blanke deferred further discussion of the question until she receives input from 

the four-year members. 

 

In response to Dr. Stinson’s request for guidance regarding waiving tuition for high school juniors 

taking concurrent enrollment courses, Dr. Blanke said at this time, no statements are being made. 

She said that the Council of Presidents called a subcommittee which is now considering the issue 

and its implications statewide. Among the concerns being discussed is that without allocated state 

funding for juniors, varying institutional resources would mean not all institutions would be able to 

provide a waiver for these students, and potential problems could develop from there being 

expectations that some institutions would not be able to fulfill. 

 

Dr. Blanke reported institutional presidents have received their requests to designate faculty 

participants to the Fall 2019 CEP meeting. She clarified that because math pathways courses will be 

a part of the discussions, institutions should send a dean or department chair or senior faculty 

member qualified and empowered to make decisions about curriculum. Dr. Vanderslice pointed out 

that because of consolidation, not all deans and department chairs will be familiar enough with the 

curriculum of all the degree programs in their department, and Dr. Blanke agreed that sending two 

people—a faculty member who knows curriculum and a dean or department chair who can make 

decisions—if necessary would be a good solution. She requested that institutions who plan to send 

two people notify Mr. Foster. 

 

Dr. Blanke reported attendance has been strong for the online training courses from the Online 

Consortium of Oklahoma, and reminded members the trainings are entirely through Zoom, sessions 
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are recorded and archived, and are free for OCO members. Dr. Blanke said the OCO retreat 

scheduled for July 31 will focus on strategic planning for the next year, and committees are 

working on various projects including course work modules, a badging system on Moodle, and 

developing peer to peer help desks. Additional effort will be directed towards open education 

resource development connected with CEP courses. Dr. Blanke said all members are welcome to 

attend the retreat, and those interested should contact her for more information. 

 
Dr. Blanke announced that there will be a curriculum review in July for the Reach Higher Flex 

Finish program for the seven universities participating in that. Dr. Blanke said that staff is working 

on marketing materials and a press kit for institutions to use to promote the Reach Higher 

Reconnect event.  

 

Dr. Blanke said that the Summer Academies, which were temporarily suspended because of budget 

cuts, will have funding available for the Summer of 2020. She said that Academies will be funded 

for one year only, rather than the past practice of funding some of them for up to three years, and 

that a call for proposals will be released soon. 

 
Dr. Blanke said the State Regents met May 31 and approved new programs for OSU, OSUCHS, 

OU and OPSU; electronic delivery of existing programs for OSU, OU, NSU, RSU and UCO, 

RSC’s contract with Gordon Cooper Tech Center, and an update for the PLA matrix. 

 

In response to questions and comments from Ms. Moore, Dr. Blanke said she would contact the 

ODCTE to see if they would like to invite her to tell them about the math pathways project at their 

annual retreat in August. 

 

XI. New Business 

There was no new business.  

XII. Adjournment 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:11 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted on September 12, 2019, by Ms. Elizabeth Walker of the Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher Education. 


